
1, September, 2016



To whom it may concern,



[bookmark: _GoBack]Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) revised ministry ordinances on March 31, 2016, in order to be able to accept overseas students at Japanese universities in a proactive manner which promotes Japanese universities’ internationalization. 

In principle, completion of 12 years of education is required to enter a Japanese university. However, based on the revised ordinance, MEXT Notice No. 153, MEXT is to designate types of foreign schools which meet the criteria as attached and to confer Japanese university admissions qualifications to those who have completed such designated schools even if the duration of the country’s primary and secondary school systems are 11 years.
The designation of types of school in a foreign country by MEXT requires a request from the foreign government with certain documents. Therefore if your country has an 11 years primary and secondary school system, and you would like to obtain the designation by MEXT, please kindly fill out an application form as attached, compile the required documents and send them by letter and e-mail to the Japanese Embassy in your country by 30, September, 2016 in order to receive designation this year. 

Submission of application after the above date is also welcomed and MEXT will process the application for the next year’s designation.

You need not respond if your country does not have an 11 years primary and secondary education system.

 Thank you for your cooperation.


Yours sincerely,




Yoshihiko Kakuta
Director, University Promotion Division, Higher Education Bureau, 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan

